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Introduction to UEPG  
 

ÁUEPG created in 1987 
 

ÁBrussels Office since 2003 
 

ÁNow 31 Member Countries 
 

ÁRepresents Industry with:  
 

ÁSales of ~ú20 billion 
 

ÁOver 3 billion tonnes of  

aggregates per year  
 

Á24,000 quarries & pits 
 

Á16,000 companies 
 

Á300,000 employed  
(including contractors)  



UEPG ï the Industry Champion  
 

ÁOur Vision : A Sustainable 
Industry for a Sustainable 
Europe (beyond the EU27) 

ÁOur Mission : To be the 
Industry Champion and a 
Trusted Partner 

ÁOur Objective : To promote 
an Economically Competitive, 
Socially & Environmentally 
Responsible Industry 

ÁOur Values : To be Open, 
Transparent and Honest 



 

Secretary General:  
Dirk Fincke  

 

Public Affairs 
Managers:  

Sandrine Devos  
Miette Dechelle  

 

EU Advisor: 
Antony Fell  

 

Very dynamic, active 
& effective Team! 

UEPG Secretariat  



EU Aggregates Production  

 

 

ÁPeak 3.7 billion tonnes in 2006, similar 2007/2008 
ÁDeclined to ~3 billion tonnes in 2010, similar 2011  
ÁNow reached the bottom, return to growth in 2012?  
 

European Tonnages
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Aggregates Production 2009  

 

 

ÁTotal EU 2009 production was 3.25 billion tonnes 
ÁOverall 51% crushed stone, 39% S&G, 2% marine, 

6% recycled and 2% manufactured aggregates 
 



Aggregates Tonnes/Capita  

 

 

ÁEU average was (only) 5.5t/c in 2009, same as SK 
ÁEuropean output ~ -10% in 2010, just as SK too 

Tonnes/capita 2009
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Tonnes/Capita v úGDP/capita  

Tonnes/Capita v GDP/capita 2009
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Colombia 

 

USA 

 

Australia 

 

ÁAggregates 
usage grows 
as the 
economy 
grows 
 

ÁGrowth needs 
aggregates! 
 

ÁBe optimistic 
about the 
future!  
 

 

Brazil 



EU Geology  
 

ÁGeology varies 
widely across EU 

ÁDetermines quality 
& aggregate types 

ÁSome countries well 
endowed with hard 
rock sources (eg 
Norway, Finland) 

ÁOthers with scarcity 
even of sand & 
gravel (eg Poland, 
Hungary) 
 



Importance of Local Access   
 

ÅAggregates are heavy, bulky, costing <ú1cent/kg!  

ÅTransport becomes uneconomic at >20-30km 

ÅHence access to local resources is vital 



Raw Materials Strategy  
 

ÅUEPG has actively engaged 
with the EC Raw Materials 
Initiative since 2007, initially 
with Commission VP Günter 
Verheugen 

ÅKey issue for UEPG is Access 
to Local Resources  

ÅLobbying now being pursued 
with Commission VP Antonio 
Tajani  

ÅRMI since Feb 2011 has now 
become the Raw Materials 
Strategy 



The Leoben Review 2010  
 

ÅUEPG Commissioned the 
2010 Leoben Review to 
highlight critical need for 
access to local resources 

ÅAlso the need for better 
Minerals Planning and more 
efficient Permitting Systems 

ÅReport was highly 
acknowledged by 
Commission VP Tajani and 
the two Working Groups 

 



Leoben Findings & Recommendations  
 

Findings : 

ÅDemand for Aggregates 
will continue to grow!  

ÅNeed for much clearer  
national minerals policies 

ÅMany deficiencies in 
minerals planning in MS 

ÅGenerally slow and 
ineffective permitting 
procedures in most MS 

 

 

Recommendations : 

ÅGive proper recognition 
to Aggregates Industry!  

ÅEach MS to prepare 
minerals policy and plan 
adequate accessible 
future reserves 

ÅPermitting systems 
should become a ñone-
stop-shopò with 20-50 
year permissions! 

 

 



The RMI Working Groups  



Madrid Minerals Conference 2010  

 

ÅJune 2010 Reports on Criticality and Best Practice 
ÅFor aggregates industry, the key issues continue to 

be access to local resources & promoting recycling  
ÅRaw Materials Strategy launched in February 2011  
ÅMandate to develop national Minerals Policies & Plans 



 Regulators/Planners 

Government 
Departments 

Geologists & 
Universities 

Aggregates  

Industry 

Banks/Financiers 
Communities, 
NGOs & Society 

 Customers - Concrete & Asphalt  

Stakeholders in Aggregates Plans  



 Estimate Aggregates Demand for next 20 years! 

Developing Aggregates Plans  

Where are Resources geologically available? 

Which of these areas are best to extract, accounting 
for Environment, Land Uses, Communities, NGOs? 

Set up a fair and efficient Permitting System for the 
Industry, ideally based on a ñone-stop-shopò basis! 

Review Plan every 5 years! 



Some Minerals/Aggregates Plans   
 

ÅFinland  ï Minerals Strategy 

ÅFrance  ï ñLivre Blancò, 22 
proposals for a sustainable 
aggregates industry to 2030 

ÅGermany  ï founded 
ñDeutsche Rohstoffagentur) 

ÅLithuania  ï Strategy for 
Underground Minerals 

ÅNorway ï developing 
national minerals strategy 

ÅUK ï British Geological 
Survey coordinates Minerals 
& Planning issues 

 

 

ÅNew Zealand ï 
Auckland Strategy 

ÅAustralia  ï New 
South Wales 

ÅColombia  ï 
Bogotá, Medellín 
and Cartagena 

 

 



Finlandôs Minerals Strategy  
 

ÅPublished in 2010, in response 
to the EU Raw Materials 
Strategy 

ÅRegards Minerals as a huge 
opportunity for country  

ÅUnderlines key need for local 
access to hard rock deposits 

ÅForesees a role for recycled 
and secondary aggregates 

ÅNow demands local quarries & 
permits for ñdecadesò! 



French National Aggregates Plan   
 

ÅñLivre Blancò debated in 
Parliament in May 2011 

ÅSets out societyôs aggregates 
needs for next 20 years, in 
active consultation with all 
stakeholders involved  

ÅSets out 22 proposals for a 
sustainable aggregates 
industry to 2030, relating to  
ïInclusion in public policy 

ïImproving industry acceptability  

ïFurther strengthening of industry 
management 

 



UK National Minerals Plan   
 

ÅLong-established, has 
worked very well 

ÅñMinerals are valuable 
national assets and vital to a 
modern economyò 

ÅNow more autonomy is 
delegated to a local level 

ÅAchieves excellent balance 
between needs of industry, 
society and nature 

ÅHighly regulated permitting 
system (including taxes!) 

 



New Zealand  
 

ÅStrong development 
taking place in Auckland 
and Wellington 

ÅProblems compounded by 
recent earthquakes 

ÅAlso big challenges on 
aggregate geology/quality 

ÅNow very focused on 
developing aggregates 
plans for the major urban 
areas 

ÅRecycling also developing 

 



Australia  
 

ÅRegional planning acts 
under review: 
ïNSW Env & Planning 

Assessment Act 1979 

ïVictoria Mineral Resources 
Act 1990 

ïQueensland ï Key 
Resources Area model 

ÅHuge demand for 
aggregates forcing a re-
examination of legislation 

ÅActive and constructive 
dialogue at State level 



ÅBio 2030 is an excellent example for Medellín 

ÅTakes account of growth needs, incl infrastructure 

ÅAlso of green areas, biodiversity, community needs 

 

 

Colombia  



Organisational Structure  

Health &  
Safety Cttee 

Delegates Assembly 

UEPG General Secretariat 

UEPG Board 

Environment   
Committee 

Technical   
Committee 

Economic  
Committee 

Biodiversity  
Task Force 

Water  
Task Force 

Marine Aggs  
Task Force 

PR & Comms  
Task Force 



% C&D Materials Recycled  

 

 

 
ÁTotal EU C&D materials 
available estôd at ~535mt 

ÁOverall EU just on 200mt of 
recycled = ~37% recycled  

C&D Materials % Recycled (Est)
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Recycled Aggregates %  

 

 

ÁBest performers are UK, B, NL 
ÁThen recycled is only 20-25% aggregates market 
ÁOverall EU, only 6% of demand is recycled material 
ÁIf all countries recycled 100% = ~15% total demand!  

Recycled Aggs as % National Demand
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ÁExtractive activities and Natura 2000 in marine areas 

ÁFocus on Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

ÁMarine spatial planning, biodiversity, noise, etc 

ÁNeed to develop knowledge & industry image 

Marine Aggregates  



ÁInternal Guidelines on Water 
Policy & Management 

ÁOnline database of case 
studies 

ÁImplementation of the 
Water Framework Directive; 
revision of the Groundwater 
Directive; Council 
conclusions on Integrated 
Flood Management 

ÁContinuing focus on water 

 

Water Management  



ÅEU has published its 
Biodiversity 2020 Strategy, 
based on Nagoya COP on 
CBD 

ÅSet up a Natura 2000 
Network across EU, based 
on Birds and Habitats 
Directives 

ÅCovers 18% of EU land 
surface, more to follow!  

 

Natura 2000 Network  



ÅDetailed procedures for 
permitting extraction in 
Natura 2000 areas 

ÅTook much effort to get 
industry inputs heard!  

ÅExtractive Industry can 
indeed co-exist with Natura 
2000 areas 

ÅFurthermore, Extractive 
Industry can positively 
contribute to Biodiversity 

Natura 2000 Guidelines  



Excellent guidelines from Aggregates Industry in 
UK, France, Austria, Ireland, Spainé.. 

Biodiversity Good Practice Guidelines  



 

ÁAbout 30  fatalities in the 
European aggregates 
industry/year 

ÁAbout 200  fatalities in global 
aggregates industry/year 

ÁJust on 60%  of these were 
Contractors  (20% each were 
Employees and Third Parties) 

ÁMost common cause (50%) is 
Driving  of Mobile Plant  
(trucks, loaders, etc)  

ÁTwo CSI initiatives adopted 
 
 

Fatalities ï CSI Initiatives  

 

Both downloadable from 
www.wbcsdcement.org  

 

http://www.wbcsdcement.org/


 

ÁDeveloping Fatality and 

Accident Prevention Best 

Practice  
ÁDisseminating through 

www.safequarry.com  
ÁMajor success with ñSafer 

by Design Project ò, now 
being promoted globally 

ÁWorking in parallel with the 
Australian EMESRT 
 
 

Safety Activities  

http://www.safequarry.com/


 

ÁUEPG participated in the 
European Social Dialogue 
Agreement  

ÁJoined the NePSi on  
Reduction of Exposure 
to Crystalline Silica  

ÁMajor success in increased 
reporting in 2010 

ÁPlanning for 2012 reporting 
ÁTrying to get wider 

participation in EU, also 
construction sector 
 
 

Health Activities  



PR & Communications Task Force  



UEPGôs SD Awards 2010 
 

ÅEvery 2-3 years, UEPG 
organises Sustainable 
Development Awards 

ÅIn 2010 we had a record 
30 outstanding entries 
from 10 EU countries 
(including 3 from SK) 

ÅFully independent Jury 
made the awards in 
Munich, praising quality of 
the winners 


